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Introduction and Background

Los Angeles is usually identified by its initials LA and is officially known as the City of Los Angeles (Humes et al., 2011). The city is the financial, cultural and commercial heart of the South of California. Its population estimation of 2016 by the US census was 3,976,322, putting it as the second most populated city in the country after The New York City and in the state of California. Los Angeles is situated in a huge coastal basin, which, is surrounded on three of its sides by mountains that are as high as over 10,000 feet. The city’s area is approximately 469 square miles, which is equivalent to 1,210 square kilometers. Los Angeles is also the seat of Los Angeles County, which, in the country, is the most populous county. It is part of the more prominent designated Los Angeles Long Beach joint statistical area, which has a 2015 population estimate of 18.7 million people in addition to being at the heart of the Los Angeles metropolitan area that has 13,131,431 residents (US Census Population Estimates, 2016).
The city is also famous for its ethnic diversity, Mediterranean climate, and sprawling metropolis (Storper and Scott, 2009). It is one of the most significant engines of the country's economy and has an economy that is diverse in terms of having a wide range of cultural and professional fields. It is also known for being the home of Hollywood, which is a globally renowned center in the entertainment industry. In the global city index, it is ranked 6th globally and 9th in the global economic power index. As of 2008, the Los Angeles collective statistical area has a gross metropolitan product of $831 billion. 

The city was historically the home to the Tongva and Chumash but was later claimed in 1542 by Rodriguez for Spain. On September 4, 1781, the city was officially found by Spanish governor known as Felipe de Neve. Following the Mexican war of independence, L.A later in 1821 became a part of Mexico. At the conclusion of the battle between the Mexicans and the Americans in 1848; California, which included the city of LA, was bought as part of the agreement of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and hence, became part of the United States. On April 4, 1850, five months before California realized the status of being a state, the city of Los Angeles was incorporated as a municipality. There was also the discovery of oil in the 1890s, which aided in the rapid growth of the city (Lichter & Johnson, 2009). In 1913, the conclusion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct brought water from Eastern California and ensured the city continued to experience the rapid growth. 

Los Angeles Demographics

At the 2010 census, its official population stood at 3,792,621 people. In 2013, an official population estimate showed that the city had around 3,862,839 people. In 2016, its population was estimated by the US census to be at over 4 million. According to the data from the 2010 census, LA had a density of 8,092.3 people per square mile, equaling 2,913 per square kilometer. In addition to being the most populous urban area in the nation, it is also the single most densely populated area in the United States. The age distribution stood at 874525 people, that is, 23.1% who were under the age of 18, 434,478 people, that is, 11.5%, from 18 to 24 years. 31.9% of the people, which equaled to 1,209,367 people were between the ages of 25 to 44. The range from 45 to 64 years comprised of 23.1%, which was equal to 877,555 people, 10.5% of the population, which was equivalent to 396,696 people were people who were 65 years or older. The median age of the population was 34.1 years. For every 100 females of the LA population, there were 99.2 males; and for every 100 females who were over 18 years, there were 97.6 males (United States Census Bureau 2010). 

An interactive data that was created by the Los Angeles times (2017) showing LA most densely populated areas

	AREA
	SQUARE MILES

	Korea town
	42,611

	West Lake
	38,214

	East Hollywood
	31,095

	Pico-Union
	25,352

	Maywood
	23, 638

	Harvard Heights
	23,473

	Hollywood
	22,193

	Walnut Park
	22,028

	Palms
	21,870

	Adams-Normandie
	21,848


Race and Ethnicity in Los Angeles

LA is among the most diverse cities around the globe, and it is home to people from a minimum of 140 countries, who speak 224 different identified languages. That is evident going by the ethnic enclaves such as the Chinatown, Koreatown, Thai Town, Little Ethiopia, Little Armenia, Filipinotown, and little Tokyo, among others, show how the city is multilingual and cultural (Passel & D'Vera Cohn, 2011). As per the 2010 population census, the racial composition of the city consisted of 49.8% whites, 9.6% African Americans and 0.7% Native Americans. Others included; 11.3% Asians, 0.1% Pacific Islanders and 48.5% Hispanic of Latino of any race. The composition of that population is simplified in the table below;

Racial Composition of the groups living in LA as per the 2010 United States Census Bureau
	RACE
	POPULATION
	POP. RATE

	Whites (28.7% non-Hispanic)
	1,888,158
	49.8%

	African Americans
	365,118
	9.6%

	Native Americans
	28,215
	0.7%

	Asians
	426,959
	11.3%

	Pacific Islanders
	5,5777
	0.1%

	Other
	902,959
	23.8%

	Two or More Races
	175,635
	4.6%

	Hispanic or Latino of any race
	1,838,833
	48.5%


Mexican ancestry comprises the largest ethnic group of Hispanics in Los Angeles with an estimated population of 31.9%. The Salvadorans follow them at 6%, then the Guatemalans at 3.6%. The population of the Hispanics is mostly concerted in the Eastern parts of Los Angeles, which is known for having a very long established Central American and Mexican American communities, although it is also spread throughout the city. 

In Los Angeles, the largest Asian Ethnic group comprises of the Filipinos at 3.2% who mostly reside in the Filipino town in LA. They are followed by the Koreans at 2.9%, and the Koreans are primarily concentrated in Korea Town (United States Census Bureau, 2010). The Chinese people also live in the city, and they account for approximately 1.8% of the population of the city. The Chinese mostly live outside of the city limits, but some of them reside in the China Town. The Japanese population comprises 0.9% of the city's population and mainly live in Little Tokyo, which is located in downtown LA and the Sawtelle region of West Los Angeles. Vietnamese make up 0.5%, while the Indians comprises 0.9% of the population of LA.

There is also a significant number of the Middle East Population that comprises of mostly the Armenians, who live in Little Armenia and the Iranians, residing in Tehrangles. The population of the African American of Los Angeles is dense in Southern parts of Los Angeles, specifically the Watts and the Crenshaw neighborhoods. Presently, the Latinos and Hispanics are more than the blacks in the city due to the significant immigration from Central America and Mexico. The number of the black people in LA was higher than that of the Latinos and Hispanics in the 1970s (United States City Population Estimates, 2016). Consequently, most of the neighborhoods that were previously mainly African American are being taken by the Hispanic communities. The Hispanic population comprises 9% of the population of Los Angeles.
Population by age in Los Angeles
The median population age in Los Angeles is 35.6 years. 12% of the population is between the ages of 0 to 9, 50 to 59 and from 10 to 19year olds. 17% of the population is between the ages of 20 to 29 while 16% is from 30 to 39. 14% of the population is from 40 to 49 years. 9% of the population is from 60 to 69 years, 5% from 70 to 79, while 3% is above the age of 80 years. 21% of the population is under the age of 18, 67% between 18 and 64 years while 12% are over the age of 65 years (Compare50.org, 2017).

	COLUMN
	POPULATION
	PERCENTAGE

	Under 18 years
	827,603
	20.8%

	18-64 years
	2,667,517
	67.1%

	65 and over
	481,204
	12.1%


Table showing the population of people in LA under different categories as per the compare50.org, 2017
The table shows that the population is highest in the category of people between the ages of 18 and 64 years and lowest in people over the age of 65 years. The under 18 population are the second highest population in the region as per the above figures.
Table showing the population of people in LA under simplified age categories as per the Compare50.org website
	COLUMN (YEARS)
	POPULATION
	PERCENTAGE

	0-9
	472,402
	11.9%

	10-19
	458,832
	11.8%

	20-29
	677,860
	17.1%

	30-39
	635,502
	16%

	40-49
	549,105
	13.8%

	50-59
	496,458
	12.5%

	60-69
	361,058
	9.1%

	70-79
	195,322
	4.9%

	80+
	129,785
	3.3%


Los Angeles Population Growth

The population of Los Angeles has been increasing over the years although the increase started slowing down from the 90s. Factors such as the increase in migrants moving into Los Angeles and a high number of birth rates in the region led to the increase (Storper & Scott, 2009). However, that population growth is expected to decline, leading to slow growth over the coming decades. That is mostly due to the decline of people migrating to the area due to stricter border measures. The growth rate will be much more natural than how it was when the immigrants were flocking the area. For example, from 2010 to 2015, the population in the area grew by 4.7%, which shows a higher growth rate when compared to that of the US, which stood at 4.1% over the same period, which shows that the population was less natural since it grew more than the country’s population.

Population Growth in Los Angeles from 1990 to 2016 as per the US Census City Population Estimates 2016
	YEAR
	POPULATION
	GROWTH
	GROWTH RATE

	2016
	3,976,322
	27,173
	0.69%

	2015
	3,949,149
	28,976
	0.74%

	2014
	3,920,173
	29,737
	0.76%

	2013
	3,890,436
	32,299
	0.84%

	2012
	3,858,137
	32,744
	0.86%

	2011
	3,825,393
	32,722
	0.86%

	2010
	3,792,621
	97,801
	2.65%

	2000
	3,694,820
	209,422
	6.01%

	1990
	3,484,398
	
	


The table above, showing the population growth in Los Angeles shows that the population has been experiencing growth over the years, that is, from 1990 to 2016. However, the percentage growth is declining as the years goes by, meaning that the growth in the city will continue to grow albeit at a slower pace. Different factors may be influencing the reduction in the growth rates in the city; the factors are discussed below.
Factors leading to reduced population growth over the years in Los Angeles
According to Humes et al., (2011), declining Immigration into the area is one of the factors that is leading to reduced population growth in LA. Los Angeles experienced a very high rate of immigration from the 1970s up to 1990. People were migrating in large numbers into the region due to the better living conditions in the area. That led to abnormal population growth over those years, and as a result, the area became populous. Since then, the number of immigrants going into the city is significantly dropping. The decline started as a result of the uncommon severity of the recession in California. From 2000, stronger border enforcement and a healthier and more affordable Mexican economy led to the number to continue to diminish. The number of people migrating from Mexico reduced tremendously. 

Humes et al (2011) also states that fewer Younger Children in Los Angeles is a major contributer to the declining growth rate in the region. From 2000 to 2013, Los Angeles lost approximately 18% of its children who were the age of ten. That is because of some various factors including; the baby-boomer generation stopped getting children, the decline in the number of immigrants coming into the county, and the Latino population, which started moving away at that time. The birthrates were higher in Latino population as compared to the whites, and hence, when they moved away, the population started declining. In 2017, the number of born babies was approximately 134,000 per year, down from 204,000 in 1990. Those figures show the declining rates of population growth.
The Patterns of Migration in Los Angeles.

Most of the new residents in Los Angeles are coming from the big cities in the Northeast and Midwest in the United States. These are people who can afford the ever-increasing housing costs in LA (Lichter & Johnson, 2009). Those who are going out of LA are moving to the less expensive cities in parts of the Sun Belt where services like housing are affordable. These movements are happening due to the change in the standards of living in LA; it is getting expensive by the day and those who are unable to afford, are shipping out. People are migrating based on that change, those who can afford the expensive life are going into the city, while those who are unable to afford the life are going out of the city.

On average, between 2008 and 2012, approximately 70,000 people relocated between Los Angeles and Orange counties. In the same period, nearly 61,000 moved between LA and San Bernardino counties while around 40,000 moved between Riverside and LA counties (New American Research Fund, 2017). In all the above three cases, most of the people were moving out of Los Angeles when compared to those who were going into the city. However, the migrations figures were slower than those from 2006 to 2010, during which the housing market was busy. Migration across the country was also slowed down during the recession and ever since that period, it hasn't picked up to the levels that it was before the recession. 

There is also the migration of people who are covering long distances both to and from Los Angeles. For instance, between 2008 and 2012, roughly 8,500 people moved from the New York metro area into Los Angeles. That represented the most significant origin point of people moving into LA. In the most recent years, California is experiencing an adverse domestic migration, which means that most people are moving out of the city compared to those who are going into that region. Statistics from the US National Census (2010) on the characteristics influencing the movements shows that the migrations in the recent years are due to the tax structure and housing costs in Los Angeles. However, LA is still attracting new residents who are in high wage occupations and can afford the rising living standards.

International migrations are still a more significant source of net new residents for LA when compared to movements from other states in the country. More people coming from other regions like Europe and some countries in Asia can afford the life in Los Angeles since most of them come in as high-end workers. For example, on average, around 35,000 people migrated into LA every year from Asia, approximately 8000 from Europe and about 15,000 from Central America.
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The above graph explains how the increasing costs of housing in California are affecting migrations in Los Angeles. The more the costs of housing, the higher the rates of migrations. People are migrating to places where they can afford the living standards.
Consequences of Immigration in Los Angeles

Immigration has both the positive and negative effects to the county of Los Angeles. The people who migrated to Los Angeles contributed significantly to the economy of the county via their high rates of workforce participation, high contributions in taxes and their spending power. According to a report from the New American Economy (2017), in 2014, immigrants into LA paid $232 billion to Los Angele’s gross domestic product. That included $95.3 billion from the Hispanic community, $81.7 billion from the Asian people, and $55.9 billion from the other foreign-born groups. The contribution by the immigrants equaled to 35.7% of the economy's gross domestic product. That is a significant contribution considering it is more than a third of the economy's GDP. Additionally, the report stated that 53.6% of the population of the people in the city who were self-employed were immigrants who remunerated $6.9 billion in federal taxes and $3.2 billion in state and local taxes. That is a massive contribution to the economy of the county, and it proves that their contribution is significant. Immigrants in LA are also part of the entertainment industry, innovation, and education.

Some immigrants get into the county of Los Angeles illegally, and they have little to no education or employable skills (Passel & D'Vera Cohn, 2011). Therefore, most of them do not contribute positively to the economy; they engage in crime to make ends meet since they do not have skills that will enable them to get meaningful employment. Crime is an enemy of development, and when there is an increase in crime in an area, development will lag behind, and the economy of that area may not grow to its potential. Furthermore, when a population is less educated, it may lead to insignificant development in the area since there will be no enough skills to steer the development. 

Currently, most of the people who are moving into Los Angeles are the skilled and more employable people (Storper & Scott, 2009). Therefore, the economy of the county is expected to continue to grow. The skilled people who are moving into Los Angeles contribute more regarding being innovative and can gain meaningful employment or self-employ themselves and positively contribute to the economy of the county. Due to the rise in the standards of living in the area, the less skillful people are moving out of the county since they cannot keep up with the increase in the standards of living. Crime rates have also reduced, and the economy is growing. The population is now increasing at reasonable rates and not the abnormal rates when there was an influx of immigrants in the 90s.
Family and Household Structures in Los Angeles

The total number of households, which refers to a person or a group of people who share a housing unit, grew at a pace, which matched the population growth over the years in Los Angeles. According to the US population census (2010), the number of households increased by 3.4% during the period from 2000 to 2010. However, there are different arrangements, which are practiced in those households and they do not entirely involve members of the same family living together. Fewer households in Los Angeles match the conventional notion of the nuclear family. Additionally, the number of families that are having children has been decreasing over the years. 
Family households refer to the living groups whereby at least a person in the household is related to the householder. Therefore, a family could be a married couple, a single mother and a child or two adult brothers or sisters. The ratio of families with children to all households in California decreased to one-third. Since 2000, the number of households with children under the age of 18, living at home has changed. There has been a decrease in households, which consists of married partners and children (United States Census Bureau, 2010). On the other hand, increases are seen in the single families headed by either a male or a female.

There is a decreasing Numbers of Nuclear Families in Los Angeles. The number of households that comprise of married couples with their children has been on the decline since 2000. From 2000 to 2010, Los Angeles lost 117,322, accounting for 75% of the total loss of the married couples with children in California (United States Census Bureau, 2010). Among the reasons for such a significant decline in Los Angeles could be due to the decrease in the total number of households that have children. The loss of households with children in LA was because of the reduction in the number of the Latino community, who mostly believed in having kids and living as families. 

Slow Growth in Households in Los Angeles is evident from the statistics from the bureau. Los Angeles experienced slow growth in the total number of households over the ten year period. In the county, there was only a 3.3% increase in the number of households, that is, from 3.1 million households in 2000 to 3.2 million households in 2010. The increase was slightly higher than that of population growth, which was 3.1% but was slower than the pace of California's overall growth.

Household Types in Los Angels, according to the 2010 US Census
	FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS
	807,326
	62%

	Husband and Wife Living together
	522,345
	40%

	Male Householder living alone; no wife present
	88.059
	7%

	Female Householder with no husband present
	196,922
	15%

	NON FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS
	510,842
	38%

	Householder Living Alone
	373,529
	28%

	Householder not Living alone
	137,313
	10%


From the above table, the number of family households in Los Angeles is higher than the number of non-family households, that is, 62% of the population in Los Angeles are family households while 38% of the population are non family households. 40% of the family households consist of the husband and wife families. Male householders, where there is no wife present were comprised of 7% of the population while female householders where there was no husband present was composed of 15%. In the Non family household, householders living alone were  28% while those not living alone accounted for 10% of the population of household types in Los Angeles.
Households by Presence of People under the age of 18 as per the 2010 US Census
	Households with 1 or more people under 18 years
	446,995
	34%

	Husband and wife family who have people under age 18
	277,289
	62%

	Male living without the prence of a wife, with children under 18
	46,908
	10%

	Female-no husband present with children under 18
	118,939
	27%

	Nonfamily with Children under age 18
	3,859
	1%

	Households with no people under 18 years
	871,173
	66%


According to the table, with data from the United States 2010 census, 34% of the population in Los Angeles is comprised of households with one or more people under 18 years. Of that category, 62% is comprised of the husband and wife family with people under age 18, while 10% were the male population with no wife present with children under 18. Furthermore, 27% of that population comprised of the females who have no husband present with children under 18, while 1% of that population was made up of the nonfamily with children under the age of 18. Households that did not have people under the age of 18 years were comprised of 66% of the population.
Persons per Household according to the 2010 US Census
	PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD
	
	

	Persons living in owner occupied units
	1,535,444
	41%

	       Persons per Owner Occupied Units
	3.05
	

	Persons living in renter occupied units
	2,172,579
	59%

	       Persons per renter occupied unit
	2.67
	

	TOTAL FAMILIES
	807,326
	

	Families per household
	0.61%
	

	Persons in families
	280,155
	

	        Persons per Family
	3.53
	


According to the above data from the US census bureau 2010, 41% of the population comprised of individuals in owner occupied units. 3 people were present in the owner occupied units. 59% of the population consisted of persons in renter occupied units, which consisted of 2 to 3 persons per unit. There were a total of 807, 326 families in Los Angeles as at 2010 according to the data from the US Census Bureau 2010. Of those, 280,155 are persons in families. There are 0.61% families per household and three to four individuals per family (United States Census Bureau 2010)
References
Compare50.org (2016). United States Population Estimates: Los Angeles County.

Humes, K. R., Jones, N. A., & Ramirez, R. R. (2011). Overview of race and Hispanic origin: 2010 (p. 4). Los Angeles: US Department of Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, US Census Bureau.

Lichter, D. T., & Johnson, K. M. (2009). Immigrant gateways and Hispanic migration to new destinations. International Migration Review, 43(3), 496-518.

Los Angeles times articles http://www.latimes.com. 
New American Economy Research Fund (2017) http://research.newamericaneconomy.org/report/new-americans-in-los-angeles/ Retrieved March 31, 2018

Passel, J. S., & D'Vera Cohn, S. W. (2011). Unauthorized immigrant population: National and state trends, 2010 (p. 31). Pew Hispanic Center.

Storper, M., & Scott, A. J. (2009). Rethinking human capital, creativity and urban growth. Journal of economic geography, 9(2), 147-167.
United States Census Bureau 2010. “ State and County Quickfacts.” Los Angeles: United States Census Bureau. Retrieved March 31, 2018

US Census City/Town Population estimates - Most recent state estimates from the Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program: Los Angeles.
